navigation/cargo officer with the Isthmian Steamship Company for ten years. Between overseas shipboard employments, he attended the University of Minnesota where he received a bachelor of arts degree in geography, a master's degree in library science, and a doctorate in geography. His dissertation, 'The Emerging Discipline of Cartography ' (1975) , continues to be cited as a major work in understanding the development of cartography as a discipline.
During Dr Wolter's two decades of service at the Library of Congress as assistant chief (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) and then chief (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) (1991) of the Geography and Map Division, he was the guiding force in developing the Division's map collection, which doubled in size during his tenure to some four million maps, and in linking it with researchers through MARC Maps, the Library's computer-assisted map Thomas Day Goodrich (1927 -2015 Thomas Goodrich was one of the greatest scholars of Ottoman, Islamic and Middle Eastern cartography. He towered in our field as a pioneer and a scholar. Through his diligent work, he propped open library doors and revealed new cartographical pathways for many generations of scholars. Those who had the honour to know him personally will forever be in his debt. As an outstanding humanist, Tom never denied anyone assistance or advice and always generously shared his work and ideas. As his daughter intimated, 'Through his teaching, unfailing humor, gentleness of spirit, and love of life and the people he touched, he shaped ambassadors of intellect, kindness, acceptance, and instilled a habit of looking beyond ourselves'. 1 Son of a prominent scholar of Chinese history and language, Tom continued the family tradition of learning and scholarship with a turn westwards to Asia Minor. Following a masters degree from Teachers College of Columbia University (1953), Tom headed to Turkey to teach first in a middle school for boys (Talas Amerikan Orta Okulu, Kayseri) and then later at a high school for girls (Amerikan Kiz Koleji, Izmir). There he developed a lifelong passion for all things Turkish that launched him into a doctoral studies programme in Ottoman history at Columbia University.
As an Ottomanist Tom is best known for the first in-depth study and English translation of the colourfully illustrated history of the West Indies (Tārīḫ-i Hind-i Gharbī) that details at length the New World explorations and conquests of Columbus and Pizarro through sixteenth century Ottoman Thomas Goodrich with the festschrift volume of Journal of Ottoman Studies dedicated to him in August 2012.
Photograph by Sarah Goodrich.
